
Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of  the Parish Council held on 6 April, 2010

Between 7.00pm and 8.00pm at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present 
John Hartshorne Chairman Ron Holden
Val Corbett Vice Chair Harry Scott

In attendance
Martin Chilvers Clerk Mike Hickey Parishioner
Miss Emma Anderson Parishioner Ruth Lognonne Hexham Courant
Mr. & Mrs. H. Snaith Parishioners

1.  Apologies for absence
Apologies were received and AGREED from Clive Emerson, who was unable to attend the meeting due to family 
commitments and from Sarah Robson, who was unable to attend the meeting due to work commitments.

2. Minutes of  the previous meeting
The minutes of  the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the 
Chairman.

3. Matters arising
a.           item 3a: Mouldshaugh Developments: The Chairman reported that the plans for the buildings and footpath joining 

Brierley Gardens and Willowgreen had not yet been received. IT WAS AGREED that a formal letter would be 
sent requesting these as well as a meeting. 

b.           item 3b: Land opposite Carter Cottages: The Chairman reported that he had spoken to the land owners after 
correspondence between solicitors and the County Council.  IT WAS AGREED that the Chairman would 
write to the land owners solicitors confirming matters from past correspondence.

c.           item 4d: Donation for the RTC Sports Centre: The Clerk reported that a letter of  acknowledgement and thanks had 
been received from the Treasurer of  the RTC Sports Centre for the donation made.

d.          item 6b: Play area in Brierley Gardens: The Clerk reported that the County Council had agreed to install a wheeled 
bin locked to a post outside the play area and empty this on a fortnightly basis. IT WAS AGREED to accept 
this offer and that the Parish Council would make its own arrangements to subsequently remove the existing 
and broken Frog bin.

4. Finance
a.        Parish Clerk’s salary and expenses: The Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses for March 2010 was AGREED.

b.        Retiring Clerk’s salary and expenses: The retiring Clerk’s claim for salary and expenses for March, 2010 was 
AGREED.

c.        Draft receipts and payments account to 31 March 2010:  The retiring Clerk provided commentary on the expenditure 
and income of  the Parish Council for the current financial year to 31 March 2010.

d.        Invoice from Robson and Cowan for servicing of  lawn mower: IT WAS AGREED to pay an invoice totalling £93.55 for 
the servicing of  the lawn mower used for the Millennium Green.

e.        Members expenses: For petrol for grass cutting at Millennium Green: IT WAS AGREED to reimburse the cost of  £10.50 
for the purchase of  10 litres of  petrol for the lawn mower.

f.         Request for a donation: Core Music: Whilst the excellent work undertaken by Music Core was recognised IT WAS 
AGREED not to give a donation as the funds would not be used directly within the local community.

 5. Planning
a.         NCC 20100096: Change of  use from Police House to Offices: Police House, Main Street, Otterburn: Mr Snaith articulated 

the reasons behind the application and the proposed use for each room within the Police House.  Following a 
constructive discussion IT WAS AGREED that the Parish Council would support the application

b.         NCC20100167: Demolition of  two lean to porches to rear and construction of  single storey extension to form part of  cafe seating  
area: Otterburn Mill, Otterburn: This planning application was AGREED WITHOUT OBJECTION. 



c.         NCC2100168: Listed building consent for demolition of  two lean to porches to rear, construction of  single storey extension to form  
part of  cafe seating area and internal alterations: Otterburn Mill, Otterburn: This planning application was AGREED 
WITHOUT OBJECTION. 

6. New Clerk
a.        Handover from retiring Clerk: The retiring Clerk reported that she was preparing a handover document detailing 

final tasks she was completing. These include VAT Recovery, Annual Audit, obtaining quotes for two pieces of  
conveyance, Freedom of  Information and proposals for work required on the children’s playarea and public 
seating.

7.  New business
a.        Council Tax increase 2010: The retiring Clerk reported that the 1.4% increase in the council tax was due to the fall 

in Band D properties in the Parish for 2010/11.  Charging all properties 1.4% more for the coming year ensures 
that NCC can give Otterburn Parish the requested precept of  £5,000 as last year. 

b.        Tree surgery on Mill Path:  Ron Holden reported that the trees along Mill Path were looking in a poor state. He 
advised that he would take a closer look and report his findings but it is possible a number may need to be 
removed. 

c.        Northumberland Charter for local Councils - Update:  The Chairman reported the details received from NCC. IT WAS 
AGREED no action is required.

d.        Hanging baskets:  The Clerk reported that NCC advised that this year there would be a cost for hanging baskets 
previously offered free of  charge.  The cost would be £24 per basket.  IT WAS AGREED that the Council will 
not purchase any hanging baskets and local arrangements would be made where appropriate. 

e.        Conveyancing matters:  The retiring Clerk reported that she had written to three local firms of  Solicitors for a quote 
on two conveyancing matters within the Parish.

f.         Correspondence

            1.      CPRE Newsletter: This document was made available to any member wishing to read it. 
2.      The Boundary Committee for England – Final recommendations: This document was made available to any 

member wishing to read it. 

3.      England’s Statutory Landscape Designations – Practical guide to duty of  regard: This document was made available 
to any member wishing to read it. 

8. Matters for discussion at the next meeting of  the Parish Council
a.         IT WAS AGREED to discuss the Millennium Green dustbin. 

b.         IT WAS AGREED to discuss the quotes received from the Solicitors for the two pieces of  conveyance.

9. Date, time and place of  next meeting: The next meeting of  the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Tuesday, 4 
May, 2010 at Otterburn Memorial Hall. 


